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India: The Rabies Capital of the World

*According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), India accounts for
one-third of the global deaths due to rabies.

‘Every year more than 20,000 people die due to rabies in India.

‘India is lagging behind many smaller countries of South Asia such as
Bhutan, Sri Lanka, etc. in tackling the spread of rabies.

‘Recently, the Union government has drawn a 'National Action Plan for
Dog Mediated Rabies Elimination' by 2030. There is need to take up this
plan on priority basis with active inter-ministerial co-operation, especially

between Ministry of Health and Ministry of Animal Husbandry.
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Place the bitten area under running
water for at least 15 minutes

Wash the area with
detergent soap.

Apply Antiseptic

Consult a Doctor for an
Anti Rabies vaccine.




Dog Menace Solutions
Three-pronged strategy:

1. Sterilization: Slow rate of sterilizations and rampant corruption in NGOs
involved in sterilization of stray dogs led to phenomenal rise in population of
stray dogs in recent years.

We demand for 100% sterilization of stray dogs.

Civic bodies should directly undertake the task of sterilization.




Dog Menace Solutions

2. Vaccination/Injection: There is acute scarcity of anti-rabies injection in
government hospitals. It is not readily available in all the primary healthcare
centres.

In private hospitals the victim of dog-bite has to spend around 1500-2000 Rs.
for various doses of anti-rabies injection.

We demand proper supply and enhanced production of anti-rabies injection as
well as vaccination.

All stray dogs should also be administered anti-rabies injections time-to-time.




Dog Menace Solutions

3. Compensation : We demand adequate compensation for all the victims of

stray dogs.

The recent verdicts of Punjab and Haryana High Court (November 13, 2023)
and Odisha High Court (December 15, 2023) also validate this demand of
compensation to stray dog victims.

According to the order of Punjab and
Haryana High Court in the cases relating
to dog bites, the financial assistance
shall be at a minimum of Rs 10,000 per
tooth mark, and where the flesh has
been pulled off the skin, it shall be a
minimum of Rs 20,000 per'0.2 cm' of the

wound.

Stray dog bite: HC rules Rs 10K per teeth mark compensation

JAGPREET SINGH
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER13

HOLDING THE state as “primarily re-
sponsible” for paying compensation to
people in incidents where stray ani-
mals are involved, the Punjab and
Haryana High Court has ruled that in
cases relating to dog bite, the financial
assistance shall be ata minimum of Rs

10,000 per teeth mark and where the
flesh has been pulled off the skin, it
shall be a minimum of Rs 20,000 per
0.2 cm of wound.

The high court, while disposing a
bunch of 193 pleas, also ordered the
states of Punjab and Haryana and the
Union Territory of Chandigarh tocon-
stitute committees chaired by
the deputy commissioners of respec-
tive districts to the determine such

compensation.

“The award shall be passed by the
committees within a period of four
months of the claims being filed before
italong with requisite documents._The
State shall be primarily responsible to
pay compensation with a right to re-
cover the same from the defaulting
agencies/ instrumentalities of the State
or the private person, if any,” a bench
of Justice Vinod S Bhardwaj said.
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Delhi Government House Committee
Report on Stray Dogs: Summary

Guidelines which were never implemented!

1. The Municipal Corporations of Delhi, NDMC and DCB (Delhi Cantonment Board)
should immediately frame a proper SOP detailing point wise action for eradication of
menace of stray dogs.

2. Street dogs are to be sterilized, vaccinated and subsequently released into the same area
from where they were captured.

3. The existing legal provision, according to Clause 6 of the Animal Birth Control (Dogs)
Rules, 2001 (ABC Rules) issued by the Animal Welfare Board of India, states, “ The dogs
will be sterilized/vaccinated under the supervision of the veterinarians of the hospital run
by the Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA), Animal Welfare
Organization or other dog shelters. After necessary period of follow up, the dogs shall be
released at the same place or locality from where they were captured.”

Serious steps need to be taken in accordance to this clause approved by the Animal Welfare

Board of India.

4. A monthly inspection of all the dog sterilization centres need to be undertaken.

5. Use of educational institutions, elected public representatives, community leaders,
welfare associations, print media and banners/hoardings for spreading awareness
regarding rabies and immunization programmes.

6. Rabies should be declared a 'Notifiable Disease' immediately.

7. Formation of Anti-Rabies Vaccination Team, two teams for each Municipal Zone,

comprising of 7 persons with an aim to cover the entire estimated stray dog population
annually for next 5 years.



1. Issuance of allotment of separate Budget for making Delhi Rabies Free.

2. Need to upgrade the manufacturing plants of Anti-Rabies Vaccine injections as per WHO
norms. This process would require 2 years.

3. Anti-Rabies Vaccine may also be imported from Tamil Nadu's Medical Supply Corporation to
mitigate the prevalent shortage of this vaccine in Delhi.

4. Government should ban export of Anti-Rabies vaccine outside India keeping in mind its
shortfall inside the country.

5. Need to develop a dedicated space where the process of sterilization/immunization of stray
dogs can be performed by the staff/officials of the three Municipal Corporations of Delhi and the
NDMC.

6. Need to develop innovative methods of dog sterilization: for example, catching stray dogs with
multiple mobile units, use of innovative male contraceptive drug (called Reversible Inhibition of
Sperm under Guidance) by ICMR, etc. Animal Welfare Board may be requested to promote
research in this direction.

7. Stray dogs or any other animals which endangers human lives should be moved out
immediately to places far away from human habitation to the forest areas.

8. Entry of parksshould be designed in such a way that no stray dog can enter inside it.
9. Better monitoring of sterilization procedures should be undertaken.

10. Utilization by the Municipalities of expertise of their respective veterinary doctors/officials
to control the menace of stray dogs more effectively.

11. Municipalities may make arrangements for dog shelters where captured stray dogs are kept
and treated until completely fit. Each stray dog under such shelters should be registered through
Iris Biometric Recognition.



Animal Birth Control (ABC) Rules, 2023

(Objections raised by RWAs and concerned citizens)

1.ABC Rules Section 2(d) states - “Animal Shelter means place where
stray or street or abandoned animals are kept for adoption or
rehabilitation, general treatment while they are ill or injured.”

Under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act funding shelters for unwanted
animals is one of the primary functions of the Animal Welfare Board of India
(AWBI).

The above definition nullifies this function and make shelters only a temporary
holding place for animals. Whereas AWBI should work for creating permanent
shelters for all stray animals including dogs.

2.ABC Rules Section 3 'Project Recognition’ states — “No local authority
or organisation shall undertake, conduct or organise animal birth control
program for street dogs without a Certificate of Project Recognition from
the Board.”

This exceeds the authority and purview of the AWBI. Local bodies are governed
by State Municipal laws and do not need the consent or approval of the Board.
The AWBI is attempting to illegally extend its power over the functioning of both
state health departments and the management of a disease transmitting
species under the guise of animal birth control.

3.ABC Rules Section 3(6) states — “If a Local Authority is conducting the
animal birth control program through its own veterinary officers, the
Project In-charge of the Local Authority shall obtain Project Recognition
from the Board.”

Veterinary doctors are only required to be registered with the Veterinary Council
of India. AWBI has neither the expertise nor the authority to grant any such
recognition. '



4.ABC Rules Section Section 16(6) states — “If the dog is found not to
have rabies but some other disease or is furious in nature then it would
be handed over to the Animal Welfare Organisation (AWO) who will take
the necessary action to cure and release the dog after 10 days of
observation.”

a.This section does not explain what it is that the AWO/NGOs would “observe”
and for what purpose.

A dog in an enclosure or shelter would obviously be unable to exhibit the
behaviour of a free-roaming dog on the streets and would have no scope to bite
anyone.

b.Releasing aggressive, ferocious and biting dogs is an offence under Section
289 of the Indian Penal Code which defines negligent conduct and causing
harm with an animal.

5.ABC Rules Section 20 'Feeding of Community Animals’' states — “(1) It
shall be responsibility of the Resident Welfare Association (RWA) or
Apartment Owner Association (AoA) or Local Body's representative of
that area to make necessary arrangement for feeding of community
animals residing in the premises or that area involving the person
residing in that area or premises as the case may be, who feeds those
animals or intends to feed those animals and provide care to street
animals as a compassionate gesture.”

This provision of making RWAs responsible for stray dog feeding is problematic
as:

i.)Large portions of urban settlement including unauthorised colonies do not
come under any RWA.

ii.)In many societies RWA is not registered, nor elected.

lii.)in some areas there are more than one RWAs functioning and there are
infightings among them.

iv.JRWAs do not have enough resources and manpower to make such
arrangement.

Hence, making RWAs responsible to make necessary arrangement for feeding
of community animals does not make much sense.
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RECENT INCIDENTS OF FATAL
STRAY DOG ATTACKS IN INDIA

1.) October 2023 - Wagh Bakri executive director Parag Desai dies after being injured while
warding off stray dogs
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/wagh-bakri-group-parag-desai-passes-
away-8995581/

2.) September 2023 - Ghaziabad boy dies of rabies over a month after dog bite, hid incident from
parents out of fear

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/ghaziabad-boy-dies-of-rabies-over-a-
month-after-dog-bite-hid-incident-from-parents-out-of-fear/article67276915.ece
3.) September 2023 - In Supreme Court, Lawyer With A Bandage Sets Off A Stray Dogs Discussion

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/supreme-cour t-stray-dogs-chief-justice-d y-chandrachud-in-

supreme-court-lawyer-with-a-bandage-sets-off-a-stray-dogs-discussion-4379115

4.) May 2023 - Stray dogs kill 7 year old boy in Telengana
https://telanganatoday.com/telangana-stray-dogs-maul-and-kill-six-year-old-boy-in-kazipet
5.) April 2023 — Stray dogs kill 5 year old girl in Chhattisgarh
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/others/5yearold-girl-mauled-to-death-by-stray-dogs-

in-chhattisgarh-parents-were-working-at-nearby-construction-site-police-investigate-
dogattack-chhattisgarh-101680957910131.html

6.) April 2023 — Stray dogs kill 65 year old man in Aligarh
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/65-yvear-old-man-mauled-to-death-by-stray-

dogs-on-amu-campus/article66744923.ece
7.) April 2023 - Stray dogs kill 3 month old infant in Aligarh

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/two-kids-mauled-to-death-by-dogs-

in-separate-incidents-in-uttar-pradesh/articleshow/99719959.cms?from=mdr

8.) April 2023 — Stray dogs kill 11 year old boy in UP
https://www.ndtv.com/cities/stray-dogs-maul-11-vear-old-boy-to-death-in-up-bite-off-his-face-
arm-police-3938068

9.) April 2023 —Stray dogs kill 7 year old boy in Moradabad
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/up-2-kids-mauled-to-death-by-dogs-in-separate-

incidents-5004.64
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10.) April 2023 —Stray dogs kill 18 month old baby in Andhra Pradesh
https://www.timesnownews.com/india/l18-month-old-mauled-to-death-by-stray-dogs-in-
andhra-pradesh-article-99692179

11.) March 2023 — Stray Dogs kill 79 year old woman in Ladakh
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/79-year-old-woman-mauled-to-death-by-dogs-in-ladakh-
1503166215.html

12.) March 2023 — Stray dogs kill 2 boys in Delhi
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/delhi-stray-dog-incidents-two-children-killed-in-vasant-
kunj-2345671-2023-03-12

13.) March 2023 — Stray dogs kill 3 year old girl in UP
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bareilly/stray-dogs-kill-3-vear-old-up-girl-200-bite-
marks-found/articleshow/98344576.cms

14.) March 2023 — Stray dogs kill 29 year old man in Surat
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/surat/29-yr-old-man-dies-of-suspected-stray-dog-
attack-in-surat-8526897/

15.) March 2023 - Stray dogs kill 1 month old infant in Rajasthan
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/india/rajasthan-dog-kills-infant-hospital-b2292667.html
16.) Dec 2022 —Stray dogs kill woman in Bihar
https://www.timesnownews.com/mirror-now/in-focus/bihar-woman-in-begusarai-killed-by-a-
pack-of-15-maneater-dogs-article-96233509

17.) Dec 2022 — Stray dogs attack 13 year old boy in Punjab
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/sas-nagar-mohali/stray-dogs-spread-terror-at-zirakpur-
attack-13-year-old-190-cases-reported-in-two-months-8319301/

18.) Dec 2022 - This article lists 3 more deaths by stray dogs
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/53-year-old-woman-killed-by-stray-dogs-in-
begusarai/articleshow/96240458.cms

19.) Oct 2022 —Stray dogs kill 7 month old child in Noida
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/noida/noida-1-year-old-toddler-mauled-to-death-by-

stray-dogs-in-lotus-boulevard-society/articleshow/94932878.cms
20.) Oct 2022 — Stray dogs kill 5 year old girl in MP
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/girl-5-dies-after-being-attacked-by-stray-dogs-in-madhya-

pradesh-3453654
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LIST OF ABC CENTRES IN DELHI

1.Friendicoes SECA
V.H., Ghazipur J8FF+V63, Block D,
Ghazipur, Delhi, 91
Ph. 011-35712913, 011-35712939

2. Friendicoes Bijwasan
G3Q2+4CG, Sector 27 Dwarka,
Bijwasan, Delhi 110061
Ph. 011-35712913, 011-35712939

3. Sonadi Charitable Trust
Masudabad, Sainik Enclave,
Opp. Metro Pillar P-85, Najafgarh,
New Delhi-43, Ph. 011- 26275216

4. Animal India Trust Lajpat Nagar
Jal Vihar, Colony Gate No.3,
Lajpat Nagar 1, Delhi 110024
Ph. 9811252592, 011-55669924

5. Krishna Ashram, Satbari
D-3A, Rita Villa, Satbari Delhi-30

6. Sanjay Gandhi Animal Care centre
Shivaiji College Rd, Shivaiji Enclave,
Raja Garden, New Delhi, 110027
Ph. 011-25447751

7. Pet Animal Welfare Society (PAWS)
New MasoodpurC9/7, Masoodpur
Vasant Kunj,Delhi 110070
Ph. 1800115737

8. Dr. Sanjay Kumar
Block-A Flat 61-80, Seelampur
Housing Complex New Usmanpur,
Shahdara, Delhi, 110053

9.Dr. Rajeev Kumar, Rohini
Q456-9C2, Sector 27, Rohini,
Delhi, 1100420

10.Yash Domestic Research Centre
Bela Road, Delhi, 110002

11.Neighbourhood Woof, Timarpur
Bus Stand, 61 123, Lucknow Rd,
nearINMAS. Timarpur,
Delhi — 110054, Ph. 9811028373

12.Dr. Anubhav Khajuria, Masoodpur
G5G3+FCH. Main Road,
Masoodpur, New Delhi, 110070

13.Humane Welfare Society
MCD Dog Sterilisation centre,
MCD Sector 27, Rohini

14.Dr. Satyendra Kumar,
Sector 29, DwarkaH239+4 X2,
Somesh Vihar Chhawla, Delhi-61

15.Friendicoes- SECA. V.H., Tilangpur
Kotla53, Kotla Vihar Phase 2,
Tilangpur Kotla, Delhi — 110041,
011-35712913/35712939

16.Jeevashram Foundation, Rajokri
Near Shiv Temple, Golden Gate,
Rajokri, New Delhi, Delhi 110038
011-24320707/2506 4114
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